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AGENDA 

 

• Ritual aŶd CeƌeŵoŶies Oǀeƌǀieǁ 

• ChaŶges to the Ritual 

• What EǀeƌǇ Delta Should KŶoǁ 

• CeƌeŵoŶǇ PƌepaƌaioŶ aŶd EǆeĐuioŶ 

• CeƌeŵoŶies Reǀieǁ  

• SuŵŵaƌǇ 

• QuesioŶs aŶd AŶsǁeƌs 

• ClosiŶg aŶd EǀaluaioŶ 

 

 

OBJECTIVES 

 

 

• To iŶĐƌease paƌiĐipaŶts kŶoǁledge of the Ritual 

• To pƌoǀide guidaŶĐe oŶ pƌepaƌaioŶ, eǆeĐuioŶ & adheƌeŶĐe to the Ritual 

• To pƌoǀide iŶfoƌŵaioŶ ƌegaƌdiŶg ŵajoƌ ĐhaŶges iŶ the Ritual 
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Development of the Ritual 

The iƌst Ritual ǁas ĐoŶĐeptualized aŶd ǁƌiteŶ uŶdeƌ the leadeƌship of Soƌoƌ FouŶdeƌ Madƌee PeŶŶ White. 

Soƌoƌ Sadie T. M. AleǆaŶdeƌ, ϭst NaioŶal PƌesideŶt, ƌeoƌgaŶized the Ritual. 

The iƌst oiĐial Ritual ǁas pƌeseŶted to GƌaŶd Chapteƌ iŶ ϭϵϱϬ. 

Pƌioƌ to this oiĐial puďliĐaioŶ, the ĐeƌeŵoŶies ǁeƌe sĐateƌed iŶ ŵaŶǇ doĐuŵeŶts aŶd Soƌoƌs did Ŷot haǀe 
iŶdiǀidual Đopies. 
         RefeƌeŶĐe:  ϭϮth EdiioŶ, ϮϬϭϰ page ;iǆͿ 
 

 

 

 

The Role of Ceremonies in the Life of  Delta 

 

Delta Sigŵa Theta’s ĐereŵoŶies represeŶt a ďiŶdiŶg forĐe of our values, 
ďeliefs, aŶd priŶĐiples. 
 

Wƌite a deiŶiioŶ foƌ ĐeƌeŵoŶies: 
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 
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Changes in the Ritual 

Chapter Meeting 

•ADDED - Soƌoƌs ŵust ďe dƌessed iŶ ďusiŶess aiƌe ;Page ϭͿ 

•ADDED - The PƌesideŶt/PƌesidiŶg OiĐeƌ, ViĐe PƌesideŶt, aŶd ChaplaiŶ aƌe staŶdiŶg ďehiŶd the CeƌeŵoŶial Taďle. 
If at aŶǇ iŵe duƌiŶg the ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ the ToƌĐh of Wisdoŵ ďeĐoŵes eǆiŶguished foƌ aŶǇ ƌeasoŶ the PƌesideŶt/
PƌesidiŶg OiĐeƌ oŶlǇ is to ƌelight it ǁithout ǁoƌds ;Page ϮͿ 

•MOVED - PƌesideŶt:  Soƌoƌ SeĐƌetaƌǇ, is theƌe a Ƌuoƌuŵ pƌeseŶt? SeĐƌetaƌǇ: Soƌoƌ PƌesideŶt, theƌe is ;is ŶotͿ a 
Ƌuoƌuŵ pƌeseŶt ;Page ϱͿ 

•ADDED - FolloǁiŶg the SiŶgiŶg of the Delta Sigŵa Theta NaioŶal HǇŵŶ, Soƌoƌs Dƌop theiƌ Aƌŵs aŶd hold haŶds 
of the Soƌoƌs staŶdiŶg Ŷeǆt to theŵ to ƌeĐite oƌ siŶg the Delta Mizpah ;Page ϴͿ 

Omega Omega Service 

•ADDED - Oƌdeƌ of the PƌoĐessioŶal: 

•White CaŶdle Beaƌeƌ aŶd Red CaŶdle Beaƌeƌ ;side ďǇ sideͿ, All otheƌs eŶteƌ oŶe ďǇ oŶe: AssisiŶg Soƌoƌ, Eulogist 
;soƌoƌͿ, ChoseŶ Soƌoƌs ;iŶ the oƌdeƌ iŶ ǁhiĐh theǇ speakͿ, ChaplaiŶ, ChoseŶ soƌoƌ ďeaƌiŶg puƌple ǀiolet Đoƌsage, 
PƌesideŶt/PƌesidiŶg oiĐeƌ ;Page ϱϵͿ 

•ADDED - WheŶ the PƌesideŶt/PƌesidiŶg OiĐeƌ is iŶ plaĐe, the Soƌoƌs iŶ the peǁs shall ďe seated ;Page ϲϭͿ 

Installation of Officers 

•ADDED-The outgoiŶg/ƌeeleĐted PƌesideŶt passes/ƌetaiŶs the gaǀel, Ritual, CoŶsituioŶ aŶd BǇlaǁs. ;Page ϳϵͿ 

•ADDED-State Ŷaŵe aŶd oiĐe oŶe at a iŵe ďegiŶŶiŶg ǁith the pƌesideŶt ;Page ϴϬͿ 

Rededication 

•ADDED- No paŶts ;Page ϵϴͿ 

•ADDED-The ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ paƌiĐipaŶts should ďe iŶ the folloǁiŶg oƌdeƌ ;fƌoŵ paƌiĐipaŶt ƌight to letͿ: ChaplaiŶ, As-
sisiŶg Soƌoƌ, RedediĐaioŶ Leadeƌ, GuaƌdiaŶ of Lights, ChoseŶ Soƌoƌ, aŶd PƌesideŶt/PƌesidiŶg OiĐeƌ.  Jeǁels 
should ďe seated togetheƌ to the let of the ĐeƌeŵoŶial taďle ;Page ϴϱͿ 

•ADDED- The GuaƌdiaŶ of Lights, lights the FouŶdeƌs ĐaŶdles fƌoŵ ďehiŶd the ĐeƌeŵoŶial taďle.  She ďegiŶs 
lighiŶg the ĐaŶdles fƌoŵ heƌ ƌight to let ;fƌoŶt ϭϭ iƌst aŶd theŶ ďaĐk ƌoǁͿ. FouŶdeƌs ĐaŶdles aƌe lit fƌoŵ the 
ToƌĐh of Wisdoŵ. The ToƌĐh of Wisdoŵ is Ŷot to ďe ŵoǀed ;Page ϵϴͿ 

Pyramid Induction 

•ADDED - The PƌesideŶt ƌaps thƌee iŵes. PǇƌaŵids staŶd, joiŶ haŶds faĐiŶg outǁaƌd aŶd foƌŵ a ĐiƌĐle. Soƌoƌs 
staŶd aŶd foƌŵ a ĐiƌĐle aƌouŶd the PǇƌaŵid CiƌĐle aŶd siŶg the ͞PǇƌaŵid HǇŵŶ.͟ WheŶ Ŷuŵďeƌs do Ŷot alloǁ 
suĐh a foƌŵaioŶ, PǇƌaŵids ŵaǇ ďe gƌouped iŶ suĐh a ǁaǇ that ǁill alloǁ Soƌoƌs  to foƌŵ a ĐiƌĐle  aƌouŶd the PǇƌa-
ŵid CiƌĐle.   

•ADDED - Please ƌefeƌ the AdŵiŶistƌaiǀe PƌoĐeduƌes foƌ Meŵďeƌship IŶtake foƌ guidaŶĐe ;Page ϭϬϯͿ 
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What Every Delta Should Know: Helpful Hints 

Rap Order 

• OŶe Rap:__________________________________________________ 

• Tǁo Raps:_________________________________________________ 

• Three Raps:________________________________________________ 

 

The Sacred Vow: ͞Membership in Delta Sigma Theta is a Lifetime Commitment.͟ 

 

 The stateŵeŶt is reĐited iŶ uŶisoŶ duriŶg the folloǁiŶg ritualisiĐ ĐereŵoŶies: 
• •RegioŶal CoŶfeƌeŶĐe OpeŶiŶg CeƌeŵoŶǇ  

• •RegioŶal CoŶfeƌeŶĐe ClosiŶg CeƌeŵoŶǇ   

• •GƌaŶd Chapteƌ Foƌŵal OpeŶiŶg    

• •Fiƌst MeeiŶg of Neǁ Chapteƌ    

• •RedediĐaioŶ CeƌeŵoŶǇ     

• •PǇƌaŵid IŶduĐioŶ     

• IŶiiaioŶ CeƌeŵoŶǇ  
 

The Sacred Trust: ͞The Induction of New Members into Delta Sigma Theta is the Sorority’s Most  
Sacred  Trust.͟ 

 

 This stateŵeŶt is reĐited iŶ uŶisoŶ duriŶg the folloǁiŶg ritualisiĐ ĐereŵoŶies: 
• GƌaŶd Chapteƌ Foƌŵal OpeŶiŶg 

• Fiƌst MeeiŶg of Neǁ Chapteƌ 

• RedediĐaioŶ  CeƌeŵoŶǇ 

• PǇƌaŵid IŶduĐioŶ 

• All Jeǁel CeƌeŵoŶies 

• IŶiiaioŶ CeƌeŵoŶǇ 

 

The Delta Oath 

 

• WheŶ ƌeĐiiŶg The Delta Oath, staŶd aŶd plaĐe the ƌight haŶd oǀeƌ the heaƌt aŶd aiƌŵ ǁith the 
pƌesidiŶg oiĐeƌ. 

• While ƌeĐiiŶg the Oath theƌe should ďe Ŷo iŵpƌoǀisaioŶs oƌ suďsituioŶs foƌ ǁoƌds. 
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Preparation and Execution of Ceremonies 

Preparation 

• SeleĐt ƌooŵs oƌ faĐiliies that pƌoǀide a Ƌuiet atŵospheƌe ĐoŶduĐiǀe foƌ pƌiǀate aŶd uŶiŶteƌƌupted 
ĐeƌeŵoŶies, appƌopƌiate lighiŶg aŶd seaiŶg. • Alloǁ aŵple iŵe foƌ set up aŶd disŵaŶtle of ĐeƌeŵoŶial pƌopeƌies. • AssigŶ soƌoƌs to speĐiiĐ paƌts iŶ the ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ iŶĐludiŶg • speakiŶg ƌoles 

• Set up aŶd disŵaŶtle  
• Reheaƌse the ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ ǁith oiĐeƌs aŶd paƌiĐipaiŶg soƌoƌs. Set aside iŵe to ƌead oǀeƌ all paƌts 

aŶd italiĐized iŶstƌuĐioŶs. PaǇ Đlose ateŶioŶ to diƌeĐioŶs aŶd iŶstƌuĐioŶs. • IdeŶifǇ appƌopƌiate ŵusiĐ as iŶdiĐated iŶ the Ritual ďefoƌe eaĐh ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ. • Make suƌe the souŶd sǇsteŵ is adeƋuate oƌ aŶ aĐĐoŵplished Delta ŵusiĐiaŶ is aǀailaďle to plaǇ 
ĐeƌeŵoŶial ŵusiĐ.  • EŶĐouƌage paƌiĐipaŶts to aƌƌiǀe eaƌlǇ iŶ a ŵood of Ƌuiet ĐoŶteŵplaioŶ ƌeĐogŶiziŶg the saĐƌed 
Ŷatuƌe of the ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ oƌ seƌǀiĐe. 

 

Execution 

 • WheŶ ĐoŶduĐiŶg a ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ, Đƌeate aŶ atŵospheƌe that pƌoŵotes ŵeŵoƌaďle eǆpeƌieŶĐes. • CeƌeŵoŶies should ďe eǆeĐuted aĐĐoƌdiŶg to iŶstƌuĐioŶs outliŶed iŶ the Ritual. Folloǁ the Ritual 
eǆaĐtlǇ as pƌiŶted. Failuƌe to do so shall ƌesult iŶ saŶĐioŶs. • All soƌoƌs iŶ ateŶdaŶĐe aƌe paƌiĐipaŶts iŶ the ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ, i.e. soŵe ĐeƌeŵoŶies Đall foƌ soƌoƌs to 
ƌeĐite oƌ siŶg iŶ uŶisoŶ. ReĐogŶiziŶg the pƌopeƌ pƌotoĐol, aiƌe aŶd haǀiŶg the appƌopƌiate tools 
suĐh as the Ritual aƌe iŵpoƌtaŶt. • SpeakiŶg paƌts should ďe ƌead aƌiĐulatelǇ aŶd eloƋueŶtlǇ.  • OŶĐe the ĐereŵoŶǇ has ďeguŶ NO ONE ŵaǇ eŶter the asseŵďlǇ uŶil the ĐoŶĐlusioŶ of the Đere-
ŵoŶǇ. 

 

Ceremonial Properties 

 • Reǀieǁ the list of pƌopeƌies Ŷeeded foƌ eaĐh ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ iŶ the Ritual. • Reǀieǁ the taďle diagƌaŵs pƌoǀided iŶ AppeŶdiǆ C of the Ritual foƌ eaĐh ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ. • All pƌopeƌies ŵust ďe pƌoǀided foƌ the appƌopƌiate CeƌeŵoŶǇ. • Neǁ ĐaŶdles ŵust ďe used foƌ eaĐh ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ. Do Ŷot ƌeĐǇĐle ĐaŶdles. • White taďle Đloths should ďe ĐleaŶed aŶd iƌoŶed foƌ eaĐh ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ. • CleaŶ all pƌopeƌies ateƌ eaĐh ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ ďǇ ƌeŵoǀiŶg ǁaǆ fƌoŵ ĐaŶdle holdeƌs, the Sigŵa, the 
taďle Đloth oƌ aŶǇ otheƌ pƌopeƌtǇ. • AlǁaǇs haǀe eǆtƌa ĐaŶdles Ŷeaƌ the pƌopeƌtǇ taďle. DuƌiŶg loŶg ŵeeiŶgs oƌ ĐeƌeŵoŶies ǁheŶ 
ĐaŶdles ďuƌŶ loǁ, theǇ should ďe ƌeplaĐed ďǇ the appƌopƌiate oiĐeƌ. • WheŶ ƌeplaĐiŶg a loǁ ďuƌŶiŶg ĐaŶdle, the Ŷeǁ ĐaŶdle is alǁaǇs lit fƌoŵ the ToƌĐh of Wisdoŵ aŶd 
theŶ ƌeplaĐed. 
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Ceremonies Review 

Chapter Meetings 

 DuriŶg Đhapter opeŶiŶg aŶd ĐlosiŶg ĐereŵoŶies ŵeŵďers should:  
• PaƌiĐipate fullǇ iŶ eaĐh ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ • BƌiŶg a ĐopǇ of the  ĐuƌƌeŶt ediioŶ of the Ritual • KŶoǁ aŶd ďe aďle to siŶg all ǀeƌses of the ͞Delta PƌaǇeƌ͟, the ͞Delta Sigŵa Theta NaioŶal HǇŵŶ͟, 

aŶd ƌeĐite oƌ siŶg the ͞Delta Mizpah͟ ǁithout ƌefeƌƌiŶg to the Ritual.  Ritual ;pgs.  Ϯϭϵ-ϮϮϯͿ  • KŶoǁ the gaǀel ƌap oƌdeƌ. • Reǀieǁ the ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ diƌeĐioŶs iŶ italiĐs. 
 

Regional Conference 

DuriŶg RegioŶal CoŶfereŶĐe/NaioŶal CoŶǀeŶioŶ opeŶiŶg aŶd ĐlosiŶg ĐereŵoŶies 

 • RefƌaiŶ fƌoŵ takiŶg photogƌaphs aŶd/oƌ ǀideo ƌeĐoƌdiŶgs duƌiŶg the opeŶiŶg aŶd ĐlosiŶg  
ĐeƌeŵoŶies.  • ReŵaiŶ staŶdiŶg iŶ plaĐe uŶil the pƌoĐessioŶal has eŶded. • ReŵaiŶ staŶdiŶg iŶ plaĐe uŶil the ƌeĐessioŶal has eŶded. 

 

Memorial Observance 
 • As soƌoƌs sileŶtlǇ eŶteƌ the ŵeŵoƌial seƌǀiĐe, theǇ should tuƌŶ oŶ theiƌ peŶlights. Ritual ;pg. ϰϳͿ • WheŶ the RegioŶal/NaioŶal SeĐƌetaƌǇ Đalls Ǉouƌ Đhapteƌ Ŷaŵe, all ŵeŵďeƌs of Ǉouƌ Đhapteƌ 

should _______________. WheŶ the last Ŷaŵe of the deĐeased soƌoƌ iŶ Ǉouƌ Đhapteƌ is Đalled, 
_______________________ iŶ aĐkŶoǁledgeŵeŶt of passage iŶto Oŵega Oŵega aŶd ďe seated. 
Ritual ;pg. ϰϵͿ • WheŶ a Past NaioŶal OiĐeƌ, Past RegioŶal RepƌeseŶtaiǀe/DiƌeĐtoƌ’s Ŷaŵe is Đalled, all soƌoƌs iŶ 
the RegioŶ staŶd aŶd eǆiŶguish Ǉouƌ peŶlight. • Reǀieǁ the pƌiŶted pƌogƌaŵ.  • It is appƌopƌiate to ƌelight Ǉouƌ peŶlight aŶd eǆiŶguish it as oteŶ as ŶeĐessaƌǇ to paǇ tƌiďute to 
otheƌ soƌoƌs. • WheŶ a Past NaioŶal PƌesideŶt, Past NaioŶal OiĐeƌ, oƌ HoŶoƌaƌǇ Meŵďeƌ’s Ŷaŵe is Đalled, all iŶ 
the asseŵďlǇ staŶd aŶd eǆiŶguish theiƌ peŶlight iŶ aĐkŶoǁledgeŵeŶt. • Soƌoƌs ƌeŵaiŶ seated aŶd sileŶt duƌiŶg the ƌeĐessioŶal. Ritual ;pg. ϱϲͿ • Refeƌ to Ritual ;pg. ϮϯϯͿ foƌ Taďle set-up 
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Ceremonies Review 

Omega Omega Service 

 

• All soƌoƌs, ƌegaƌdless of FiŶaŶĐial Status, aƌe due the ƌite of the Oŵega Oŵega SeƌǀiĐe. • The Oŵega Oŵega SeƌǀiĐe is held iŶ ĐoŶsultaioŶ ǁith the deĐeased soƌoƌ’s faŵilǇ. • If the NaioŶal PƌesideŶt, Past NaioŶal PƌesideŶt oƌ ĐuƌƌeŶt EǆeĐuiǀe Coŵŵitee OiĐeƌ is pƌe-
seŶt, she is iŶǀited to paƌiĐipate. • The Floƌal Tƌiďute should ƌeŵaiŶ iŶ plaĐe uŶil the eŶd of the fuŶeƌal seƌǀiĐe. ;Ritual, pg. ϮϯϴͿ • PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE aŶd ĐheĐk the Ŷeeded pƌopeƌies aŶd logisiĐs of the loĐaioŶ 
ǁheƌe the seƌǀiĐe is ďeiŶg held.  

ProĐessioŶal • The pƌoĐessioŶ ǁill ďe liŶed up aĐĐoƌdiŶg to speakiŶg oƌdeƌ. • The pƌesideŶt aŶd assisiŶg soƌoƌs ǁill ǁalk doǁŶ the aisle aŶd staŶd  to the ƌight of the ďieƌ oƌ iŶ 
aŶ appƌopƌiate spaĐe iŶ the ĐhuƌĐh oƌ fuŶeƌal paƌloƌ. •  Adjust aĐĐoƌdiŶg to the size of the loĐaioŶ. 

Aire • PaŶts aŶd ǁoƌk uŶifoƌŵs aƌe Ŷot appƌopƌiate aiƌe foƌ ŵeŵďeƌs of Delta Sigŵa Theta SoƌoƌitǇ, 
IŶĐ. duƌiŶg the seƌǀiĐe. • The pƌesidiŶg oiĐeƌ aŶd assistaŶts ǁeaƌ fƌesh, pƌessed ǁhite ƌoďes. • Soƌoƌs ǁeaƌ ďlaĐk aiƌe aŶd should ǁeaƌ the oiĐial soƌoƌitǇ piŶ aŶd ǀiolets. 

 

 

Installation of Officers 

 • Chapteƌ oiĐeƌs foƌ the eŶsuiŶg teƌŵ shall ďe iŶstalled as pƌoǀided ďǇ the CoŶsituioŶ aŶd BǇlaǁs 
oƌ the Chapteƌ Rules of Oƌdeƌ / PoliĐies aŶd PƌoĐeduƌes. • IŶĐoŵiŶg oiĐeƌs ŵust ďe iŶstalled pƌioƌ to the ďegiŶŶiŶg of the Ŷeǁ SoƌoƌitǇ Ǉeaƌ oƌ ďe-

foƌe assuŵiŶg the duies of the oiĐe foƌ ǁhiĐh theǇ haǀe ďeeŶ eleĐted. • The iŶstalliŶg oiĐeƌ is a past ŶaioŶal oiĐeƌ, a past PƌesideŶt of the Đhapteƌ oƌ a Đhaƌteƌ  
ŵeŵďeƌ of the Đhapteƌ. • Is it peƌŵissiďle to oŵit seŶteŶĐes that aƌe Ŷot ƌeleǀaŶt to the situaioŶ? • It is peƌŵissiďle to oŵit seŶteŶĐes that aƌe Ŷot ƌeleǀaŶt to the situaioŶ. Foƌ eǆaŵple, if 
the oiĐeƌ is ďeiŶg ƌe-eleĐted it is Ŷot ŶeĐessaƌǇ to ƌead, ͞Will Ǉou pass the eŵďleŵs of 
Ǉouƌ authoƌitǇ as NaioŶal PƌesideŶt to Ǉouƌ suĐĐessoƌ͟ if the NaioŶal PƌesideŶt has ďeeŶ 
ƌeeleĐted. Hoǁeǀeƌ, it is Ŷot peƌŵissiďle to Đƌeate Ǉouƌ oǁŶ teǆt foƌ the ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ. • Appƌopƌiate eŵďleŵs of the oiĐe to pass oŶ to the suĐĐessoƌ should ďe aǀailaďle aŶd 
ƌeadilǇ aĐĐessiďle. For Đoŵŵitee Đhairs,  seĐure aŶ oiĐial doĐuŵeŶt to pass aŶd aǀoid 
the use of ͞duŵŵǇ͟ properies. 
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Ceremonies Review 

Rededication Ceremony 

 • RedediĐaioŶ should ďe held iŶ aŶ atƌaĐiǀe, Ƌuiet faĐilitǇ. • RedediĐaioŶ ŵaǇ ďe held at a FouŶdeƌs DaǇ EǀeŶt/Pƌogƌaŵ oƌ folloǁiŶg a Đhapteƌ ŵeeiŶg. • Soƌoƌs pƌoĐess aĐĐoƌdiŶg to theiƌ ƌespeĐiǀe ƌole iŶ the ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ, ǁith the pƌesideŶt/pƌesidiŶg 
oiĐeƌ last.  The ƌeĐessioŶal is iŶ ƌeǀeƌse oƌdeƌ, ǁith the pƌesideŶt/pƌesidiŶg oiĐeƌ leadiŶg. • Soƌoƌs ƌeŵaiŶ ________ foƌ pƌoĐessioŶal aŶd ________ foƌ the ƌeĐessioŶal. • The FouŶdeƌs ĐaŶdles aƌe plaĐed to the ______ of the pƌesidiŶg oiĐeƌ as she is staŶdiŶg ďehiŶd 
the ĐeƌeŵoŶial taďle.  

CereŵoŶǇ PreparaioŶ • Reǀieǁ the CeƌeŵoŶǇ PƌepaƌaioŶ aŶd EǆeĐuioŶ ĐoŵpoŶeŶt. Ritual pgs. ϵϳ-ϵϵ 

Chapter Properies • Reǀieǁ Pƌopeƌies foƌ CeƌeŵoŶǇ as listed iŶ the Ritual pgs. ϵϳ, Ϯϯϰ 

Rehearsal • Reǀieǁ the list of soƌoƌs ǁho aƌe iŶĐluded iŶ the pƌoĐessioŶal. • CoŶduĐt a ǁalk-thƌough of the ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ. 
Aire • CeƌeŵoŶǇ PaƌiĐipaŶts – ǁhite ƌoďes ;Ŷo paŶtsͿ • Jeǁels – ƌed ƌoďes ;Ŷo paŶtsͿ • Soƌoƌs – Aiƌe Đoloƌ deteƌŵiŶed ďǇ the Đhapteƌ;sͿ iŶǀolǀed  • Reǀieǁ Ritual page ϴϰ aŶd PƌotoĐol aŶd TƌadiioŶs MaŶual pages ϭϭ-ϭϮͿ 
LighiŶg of the CaŶdles • The Jeǁels should piĐk up the ĐaŶdles fƌoŵ the Sigŵa aŶd light fƌoŵ the ToƌĐh of Wisdoŵ.  Jeǁels 

state the Ŷaŵe of the jeǁel ďefoƌe aŶd ateƌ. • The GuaƌdiaŶ of Lights holds the ToƌĐh of Wisdoŵ as she talks. She does Ŷot piĐk up the ToƌĐh of 
Wisdoŵ. Ritual ;pg. ϭϬϱͿ • The GuaƌdiaŶ of Lights should light the FouŶdeƌs ĐaŶdles fƌoŵ ďehiŶd the taďle ďegiŶŶiŶg fƌoŵ 
ƌight to let.  • Aǀoid iƌe hazaƌds. WatĐh sleeǀes of ƌoďes aŶd ŵake suƌe the ĐaŶdles aƌe plaĐed seĐuƌelǇ iŶ the 
ĐaŶdle holdeƌ. • ToƌĐh Beaƌeƌs should ǁalk past eaĐh ƌoǁ. WheŶ passiŶg a ƌoǁ, peŶlights aƌe igŶited. • The ĐaŶdles aƌe eǆiŶguished iŶ the folloǁiŶg oƌdeƌ: Ritual ;pg.ϭϬϵͿ • CaŶdles ƌepƌeseŶiŶg the FouŶdeƌs iŶ the oƌdeƌ iŶ ǁhiĐh theǇ ǁeƌe lit. • CaŶdles iŶ the Sigŵa fƌoŵ CoŵpassioŶ to TeŵpeƌaŶĐe • FuŶdaŵeŶtal PƌiŶĐiples • ToƌĐh of Wisdoŵ 
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Membership Intake Ceremonies 

Pyramid Induction Ceremony 

CereŵoŶǇ PreparaioŶ  • Reǀieǁ the ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ pƌepaƌaioŶ aŶd eǆeĐuioŶ ĐoŵpoŶeŶt. 
Chapter Properies • Reǀieǁ pƌopeƌies foƌ ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ as listed iŶ the Ritual Page ϭϭϯ-Ϯϯϱ. 
Rehearsal • CoŶduĐt a ǁalk-thƌough of the ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ. • Reǀieǁ the list of Soƌoƌs ǁho aƌe iŶĐluded iŶ the pƌoĐessioŶal. • Reǀieǁ plaĐeŵeŶt of MiŶeƌǀa CiƌĐle duƌiŶg the ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ. • DesigŶate the Soƌoƌ to esĐoƌt the pǇƌaŵids iŶto the asseŵďlǇ. 

Reǀieǁ Ritual ;pg.ϭϭϰͿ • Chapteƌ OiĐeƌs – ǁhite ƌoďes ;Ŷo paŶtsͿ • MiŶeƌǀa CiƌĐle – ƌed ƌoďes ;Ŷo paŶtsͿ • Soƌoƌs – ďlaĐk ďusiŶess aiƌe ;Ŷo paŶtsͿ • CaŶdidates – ǁhite ďusiŶess aiƌe ;Ŷo paŶtsͿ • Failuƌe to adheƌe to dƌess Đode ǁill ƌesult iŶ Ŷot ďeiŶg adŵited to the ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ. 
Reǀieǁ Ritual ;pg. ϭϭϰͿ 
 

Ribbon Pinning 

 • This is Ŷot a ĐereŵoŶǇ!  • Appƌopƌiate Gits • RefƌaiŶ fƌoŵ ďuǇiŶg oƌ ŵakiŶg gits that haǀe ͞Delta Sigŵa Theta͟ oƌ the Gƌeek sǇŵďols.  • This is Ŷot a ĐoŶtest to see ǁhiĐh ͞SpeĐial Soƌoƌ͟ ĐaŶ out speŶd the Ŷeǆt. 
 

Jewel Ceremony 

 • Jeǁel DaǇ PƌepaƌaioŶs • CeƌeŵoŶǇ • EduĐaioŶal CoŵpoŶeŶts • SǇŵďoliĐ Quest • EŶdiŶg the Jeǁel DaǇ • EǆiŶguish the ĐaŶdles that ƌepƌeseŶt the Jeǁels iŶ the pƌopeƌ oƌdeƌ 

 

Symbolic Quest 

 

• The SǇŵďoliĐ Quest is a ŵajoƌ ĐoŵpoŶeŶt foƌ eaĐh Jeǁel CeƌeŵoŶǇ • Reheaƌsal • Aiƌe • PƌepaƌaioŶ 
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Membership Intake Ceremonies 

The Crossing Over Ceremony 

 

CereŵoŶǇ EǆeĐuioŶ • PǇƌaŵids ŵaǇ ǁalk siŵultaŶeouslǇ oŶ the path, ďut theǇ should stop at eaĐh step 
as iŶdiǀiduals.  • Nine Pyramids can be on the path at any one time. • Eǆaŵple: PǇƌaŵid ϭ ĐaŶ ďe at Step Ϯ ǁhile PǇƌaŵid Ϯ is at Step ϭ, ďut PǇƌa-

ŵid ϭ aŶd Ϯ aƌe Ŷot at Step ϭ togetheƌ. • The Jeǁels should saǇ F___T___D___ ǁheŶ a PǇƌaŵid Đoŵes to heƌ  
staioŶ ďefoƌe the PǇƌaŵid ƌeads the Đaƌd. 
 

The Initiation Ceremony 

 

• SeaiŶg of guests • PassiŶg seĐƌets to pǇƌaŵids • PiŶŶiŶg the iŶiiate • RespoŶsiďiliies of seƌgeaŶt-at-aƌŵs • Reǀieǁ the seĐƌets ďefoƌe the ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ so that all the Ŷeǁ iŶiiates aƌe giǀeŶ the 
saŵe iŶfoƌŵaioŶ. Reŵeŵďeƌ that papeƌ ǁoƌk ŵust ďe Đoŵpleted ďefoƌe the Đele-
ďƌaioŶ ďegiŶs. • The seƌgeaŶt-at-aƌŵs should ǀeƌifǇ ŵeŵďeƌship of those eŶteƌiŶg the ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ. 
Soƌoƌs ǁithout pƌopeƌ ideŶiiĐaioŶ should Ŷot eŶteƌ.  • OŶĐe the ĐeƌeŵoŶǇ staƌts, oŶlǇ the desigŶated soƌoƌ ǁho is to ďƌiŶg PǇƌaŵids iŶto 
the ƌooŵ aŶd the PǇƌaŵids should eŶteƌ. If a soƌoƌ has to leaǀe, she is Ŷot ƌead-
ŵited to the ƌooŵ.  
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Ritual & Ceremonies: Resources 

 

 

 

 

Rededication Ceremony: Table Setup 

Chapter Meeting: Table Setup 

Pyramid Induction: Table Setup 

Je7el Ceremony: Table Setup 

Initiation: Table Setup 

The Sigma 
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Rededication Ceremony: Tble Setup 
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Ritual and Ceremonies Commissioners 

 

Dr. Thelma T. Daley, Co-Chair   -   Dolores Sennette, Co-Chair 

Frances Jefferson, Central 

Charlene Gairey, Eastern 

Victoria Rivers, Eastern 

Janice Talley, Eastern 

Marion White, Farwest 

Marion Binion, Midwest 

Anitta Orr, Midwest 

Porscha Smith-Godwin, Midwest 

Gloria Bolden, South Atlantic 

Dorothy Johnson, South Atlantic 

Evelyn Sanders, South Atlantic 

Patricia Bivins, Southern 

Chinyere O. Ekechi, Southern 

Minnie Jenkins-Miller, Southern 

Deanna Allen –Marsh, Southwest 

Myra Kirkwood, Southwest 

Beverly Miller, Southwest 

Cherylann Westerfield, Southwest 


